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Nephi Builds a Ship 
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The Lord commanded Nephi to build a ship to cross the ocean.  
When Nephi began building the ship, his brothers laughed at 
him.  Nephi knew that the Lord could help him do anything. 

And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto me, saying: Thou 
shalt construct a ship, after the manner which I shall show thee, 
that I may carry thy people across these waters. 

And it came to pass that the Lord told me whither I should go to 
find ore, that I might make tools. 

And it came to pass that I did make tools of the ore which I did 
molten out of the rock. 

And when my brethren saw that I was about to build a ship, they 
began to murmur against me, saying: Our brother is a fool, for he 
thinketh that he can build a ship; yea, and he also thinketh that he 
can cross these great waters. 

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, said unto them that they should 
murmur no more against their father; neither should they withhold 
their labor from me, for God had commanded me that I should 
build a ship. 
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And I said unto them: If God had commanded me to do all things 
I could do them.  If he should command me that I should say unto 
this water, be thou earth, it should be earth; and if I should say it, it 
would be done. 

And now, if the Lord has such great power, and has wrought so 
many miracles among the children of men, how is it that he cannot 
instruct me, that I should build a ship? 

(Book of Mormon | 1 Nephi 17:8, 10, 16 – 17, 49 - 51) 
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Laman and Lemuel were tired of listening to their brother 
Nephi and wanted to hurt him.  Nephi told them not to touch 

him.  He reached out his hand and shocked his brothers so that 
they would know the Lord was helping and protecting Nephi. 

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, said many things unto my 
brethren, insomuch that they were confounded and could not 
contend against me; neither durst they lay their hands upon me nor 
touch me with their fingers, even for the space of many days.  Now 
they durst not do this lest they should wither before me, so 
powerful was the Spirit of God; and thus it had wrought upon 
them. 

And it came to pass that the Lord said unto me: Stretch forth 
thine hand again unto thy brethren, and they shall not wither before 
thee, but I will shock them, saith the Lord, and this will I do, that 
they may know that I am the Lord their God. 
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And it came to pass that I stretched forth my hand unto my 
brethren, and they did not wither before me; but the Lord did shake 
them, even according to the word which he had spoken. 

And now, they said: We know of a surety that the Lord is with 
thee, for we know that it is the power of the Lord that has shaken 
us. And they fell down before me, and were about to worship me, 
but I would not suffer them, saying: I am thy brother, yea, even thy 
younger brother; wherefore, worship the Lord thy God, and honor 
thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land 
which the Lord thy God shall give thee. 

(Book of Mormon | 1 Nephi 17:52 - 55)


